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The modification of these external conditions by
human effort is to be justified ethically by the
opportunity it gives for bringing about a fuller
agreement between the individual or race and its
environment. The result is a stationary state of
human conduct, corresponding with, or a part of,
that general " equilibration " to which, according to
Mr Spencer, all evolution tends. But this theory,
which places the goal of conduct in what seems to
be the actual tendency of evolution, gains no real
support from this apparent harmony of ethics with
general philosophy. It may be granted that the
evidence of physical laws goes to show that the
evolution of the solar, or even stellar, system is
towards a condition in which the " moving equili-
brium" will at last pass into a form in which
there is no further sensible motion, and the con-
centration of matter is complete. But to infer
from this that, the theory which places the end
of conduct in a similar equilibrium shows the
harmony of morality with the tendency of exist-
ence in general, would really involve a confusion
of the two different meanings of " end." The end
or termination of all things may be equilibrium^
motionlessness, or dissolution, but this is no reason
why the end or aim of conduct should be a similar
equilibrium.

Indeed, to say that we ought to promote the end
of evolution, and that this end is annihilation, is